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RENTAL BASE FAILS TO TROVIUE FOR BUILDERS' KEEDS;
" MACHIRERY PIANTS SUFFER METAL SHORTAGE

STATEMENTS IN CATATOGUES BELIE ACTUAL SITUATION -- Moscow, Vechernyaye Moukva,
20 Nov 50 )

In catalogues of the Ministry of Construction- and Road-Machine Building,
it ip stated that the Main Administration for Mechanization of Construction,
the ministry's trusts, and its offices, not only sell, but rent machines.

The opportunity to hire permits a small building enterprise to svail 1t-
gelf of the latest high-duty machines, speeding the rate of construction and
reducing its costs. At the same time’, wide application of such machines in-
creases the skills and knowledge of the workers.

Unfortunately, however, builders applying at the offices of the Moscow
Machine-Rental Base (in one of the buildings of the Btroymekhanizatsiya Trust)
£ind that the statements of the catalogues are far removed from the actual case.
over a period of 10 mrnths, the base has served 200 clients. But, according to
the statement of the director of the base, Levkin, many zore had to be turned
down.

Consider a few letters, recently received. The Institute of Epjdemiology
and Microblology is applying for a bulldozer; the Building Administration of
the Roslegpromstroy Trust requests an excavator; the Main Admiristration of
pigber and Paper Industry has twice pressed for the delivery of a trench hoe.
The directors of the Mosmashpriborstroy Trust have written a cogent plea, point-
ing out that they mmust dig & foundation pit of 4,500 cubic meters for two mul-
tiple-story buildings in Izmaylov, ‘but their eloguence has proved in vain. These
and many other letters, requests, and demands have met the same curt refusal.

This situation might be exausable if the buse had been founded only recently
and had not had time to get a supply of machines on hand. But such ip not the
cage, &5 15 shown By en orday of the Minister of Construction- and Road-Machine °
Building, dated 3 April 1948:
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"{a fulfillment of the order of the Council of Ministers USSR, 30 March 1948,
I order that in the third quarter of 1948, bases for the rental of comstructior
and road machines be set up under the Glavstroymekhanizatsiya offices in Moscow,
Khar'kov, Sverdlovsk, and Novosibirsk." This was over 2 years ago and there has
been more than enough time to put the base irco operating readiness since then.

In September 1948, the Moscow Soviet set aside a lot in Perovo for the base.
The ministry's Main Administration for Construction prdered its Construction and’
Repair Administration to outfit shops for repair and maintenance of the machines,
including a machine shop, forge shop, carpentry shop, and the building for housing
the machines. No great alacrity was displayed in the ministry, however. 1In over
2 years, only one tenth tke estimated funds required has been released for the
construction of the base. At the present rate, the work will not be finished for
10-15 years.

Chumekov, director of the Moscow Construction and Repair Administration,
displays the same indifference and dilatoriness as his main administration. The
plan, calling for a moderate volume of work during this year, is not being met.
The forge and carpentry shops were to have been completed in October, but they
are stily far from that goal. It is characteristic that the builders have not
even found time to complate the planning for the interior of the shops vhich have

hamanm ameadad
oA VAWl e

”

The existing situation does not seem to bother cther employees of the minis-
try very much either. "2 August, the management of the Stroimekhanizatsiya Trust
sent a letter to Surov, director of the Main AdministFation for Construction,and
to Kirilyuk, secretary of its party organization, pointing out that there was
cause for alarm in the intolerahle situation prevailing at the base. These people
made justifiable demands that measures be forthwith teken to assure the fulfill-
ment of the plan for construction work within the time limit, set in June of this
year by Deputy Minister Fedorov.

A copy of the letter was sent to Gusev, director of the Main Administration
for Mechanization of Construction, aad to Orlov, secretary of the party committee
of the ministry. This lettor merited serious consideration, but it has produced
no apparent results.

The base hes been listed as a going concern for 2 years, yet It cannot sat-
isfy the ever-growing demands of Moscow builders. In the field of holsting equip-
ment, the base can offer only the small Pioneer crane, and the vertical-boom
hoist. The cement mixers and mortar mixers available at the base do not compare
to those now in use at leading Moscow construction sites. The base has only two
excavators and three bulldozers. There is no place to do repair work on the ma-
chines, and they are allowed to lie out in the open. During the 2 years of iis
existence, a negligible amwount has been spent on additions to the park.

A considerasble number of resolutions have been made in regard to the Moscow
Machine-Rental Base. It is unfortunate that the collegium of the ministry does
not find out why they are so slowly and unsatisfactorily carried out. DIemidov,
chief engineer of the Main Administration for the Mechanization of Construction,
has a singular "Jjustification" for the tardiness in the completion of the base.
"Properly speaking, we are a machine-building organization, and not a hiring
e outfit," he says.

The velume of building is growing this year in the capital, with many new
mltiple-story buildings going up. It is up to the ministry to see that the ma- A
chine-hiring base is put into good operating condition, so that it may truly an-
gwer :urrent construction demands.
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LACK OF BINDING STRIPS HOLDS UP SHIPMERTS -- Moscow, Trud, 2k Dec 50

Khar‘kov enterprises of the Ministry of Construction- and Road-Machine
Bu'"" ng, now producing for the big Communist construction undertakings, are
puffering from an acute shortage of metal. Their metal is supplied by the
Zhdanov Metallurgical Plant imeni Il'ich, but although this enterprise has a

t deal of rolled metal ready to be shipped out, it cannot pack it since
t lacks a sufficient supply of rolled binding strips.

Immediate measures should be taken to get this metal ~out--tt_> the consumers.

PLARTS RECEIVE AWARDS -- Moscow, Trud, 4 Nov 50

The Trapsferable Red Banner of the USSR Council of Ministers was avarded
the Voronezh and Kovrov Excavator Plants.

Transfersble Red Bamners of the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions
and of the Ministry of Construction- and Road-Building Machinery have been awarded
the Osipenko Road-Machinery Plant.

The Transfersble Red Bamner of the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions
has been awerded the Bryansk Road-Machinery Plant.
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